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S.FeS. ADIINISTRATION

“he Comalttee who are carrying out adminlstrative
work and planning in 1949 are as follows te

Secretary, Francis R.,Fears,
3, Ferme Park iiansions,
Ferme Park Rd.,
Crouch End, N.3.

Treasurer, 0wsn D.Plumridge,
4, wide Wway,
liitcham, Surrey.

liembersa, A.Viacent Clarke,
James Clay.
Charlss Duncombe.
Kenneth Slater
“daward Tubb,

S.F.S. members have been grouped into areas, each
with its owm Secretary., All comuunications concerning
the Society =should %o to the members. approplate Area
Secretary,

Here is the geographical locatlon of each area,
and the address of its Secretary,

SOUTHERN ARLA All Soutbern England, with the
axception of the 'Loudon Area', south of Gloucester,
Nxford, Bucks, dertford and Essex inclusilve

sSecretary, L.G,Street,

0, 7ine R4d.,
southampton, Hants.

LONDON_ ARBA The 'u4reater London' area, and
including =11 rezular visitors of the 'London Citole!.
Secretary francis R.Fears,,

3,- Ferme Pk, liansions,
Yerme Pk Rd.,
Crouch End, N.3.

(Cont. Over)



HIDLANDS AREA From the 'Seuthern Acc T
Shropshlrae, worcester, Varwick, Lelcester, Iurlarc . Gan-
bridge, and Norfolk 1ncluslve , and including 'JALIS

Secretary. P.S.lledcalf,
55, Elmbrldge Rd.,
Perry Barr,
Birmingham 228, Warwlok.

HORTHERN AREA From the 'Ilidlands Area' to the 1
scottIsh border,

Secretary K.Johnson’
59, Warrington St.,
Fenton, Stoke-on-Tremt,
staffs.

SCOTTISH AND N,IRELAND AREA,

Secretary P.3.30ll,
12, 3arfillan Drive,
alasgow, S,Y.2,
Scotland.

OVERSLEAS Znquirers. and meubers should
write to the S.F.S. Secretary, -‘irancls Fears,
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DEPARTIIENTS

The SeFeSe MANUSCRIPT BUREAU for the disiributim
of amateur gss.‘is managed by Ilemmeth Slater, frsm whm
full detalls can be obtained, Addressg:-

Lt. KeFeSlate?l,
13 Group, R.P,0.,
B.A.O.R:" 23,

The S.F.Sa COWTACT BUREAU will! put rmcmbers of the

S FeS. and the Britlsh Fentaay Liblary n wontact with
Amerlican and other overseas fans f-r “no prrucses .f
correspondence and trading megazives o “scks,Tetalls
are avallable from:~

L.E. Bartlo,

l6. Llif~xd Rd4.,

W2l ton, Staflerd,



BartJ.es

SCITNCE IPANTASY NIEWS and othor SFS publications

Publisher:- A.Vincent Clarke,
13, Wendover Vay,
Welling, Iant.

FANTASY REVIEW. A printed,bi-monthly Publication,
giving articles, book-rovians prdfeswoional advertisew
ments and news. 1/- per copy from the Editor and Pub-
lisher :- W.H.Gillings,

115, Wanstead Pric Rd.y
Ilford, Essex.

OP.:RATION WANTAST. A trading organiSation. with
a Tanzine giving adverts, articles and news.of the same
titledddresaly - j 'y K.F.51ater,
Q3 Gronp, o 8 g
B.A.O.Re 23,

OPZRATION FANTAST POSTAL LIBRARY. Contains a
large nuuber of recent Britisgh and U.S, fantasy books,
ilot magazines

Librarian. lI.Tealby,

8, Burfielqd Avenus,
Loughborough, I,eigs,

BRITISH FANTASY LIBRARY. Contains most of the nub-
lished s-f magazines, and some books, Is in the Procesg
of belng split into sections, but details can be obtain -
ed from :- J.Gunn,

111 tons iimad Hotel,
11l ton Street,
Nottingham, Notts,

BRITISH FANTASY LIBRAXY OURRINT ISSUE DEPT. A nag,
library in whioch aurrent issues (ameriean Editions. are
cirsul ated from meber tn tember by memna of a 'chain!
system,

Librarian:-. N.Lindsay,
311, Bahbaocombe R4.,
Torquay, Devon,



ALFLBIO . A fanzine oontaining articles, amateur
stories, news and other items »f interest, issued with
a trading supplenent giving alverts of bhooks and mag-
azinas for sale.

Fditor « Publisher $- N,Ashfleld,

27, Woodland Rd.,
Thormton Heath,
surrey.

WNHNDLR A fanzine containing articles and fan-
fiction. Isaped at irregular intervals. For details,
apply to lLiditor and Publishers: -

' ll.Toealhby,
8, Burfleld Avse.,
Loughborough, Loeics,

SLANT A printed fanzine, contalnlng articles
and fiction. Detailas from zZditor and Publishers -
F.wWillis

170, Upper Newtovmards Rd
Belfast, N.Ireland.

FAITASY 2PVSRUISER. A planographed U.S. publicatinn,
ooritaining an article, book reviews and many advertisanents
of magazines aand books, mainmily from U.S. fans. 2/3d per
annun from the Brltish repnresentative:-

J.ileitosenblum,
4, Grange Terrace,
Chapel towm, Leeds.

UeS. FANZINE CHAIN. Run on same llnes as BFL Current
lspus Dept., but wlth a chaln of fanzlnes,
Detalhs: - N.Ashfield,
27, ‘odland 24,
Thornton Heath,
Surrey.
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THE LOWDON CLRCGLE. A weekly meeting of s-f readers,
editors and authors , held every Thursday nlght in the -
Saloon Bar of the 'ihite Horse Tavern', Fetter Lane, E.C.12.
This 18 not a club, it 13 quite informal, and visitors
ars welcnmad.



LWTRODUCING THE S.F.S.

Ken Slater

fantasy literature has been known ever since man
doveloped the ability to express his imaginative DOW=
ers in writing, but the moderm type of sclence,weird,
nG faatasy flction, which dates from the novels of
such authors as Verme, Wells, llachen, Blackwood eto.,
crly began to reach a very large public with the ad-
vont cf 'Weird Tales', (1923), and ?!Amazing Stories!,
(1e27), in the fertile field of american pulp magazlion
prblication,

As soon as these magazines appeared, they attrac-
ted a fcllowing of people who were sufficlently inter-
ested in the stories to write to the editora and point
out errors in loglo, in sclence, in thse 11lustratioms,
and no* cnly to point out.errors, but to malke suggest-
lons of a constructive nature, These People were ths

erlginal 'funs', as they are known in moderm Parlanos,

Suprisingly, the editors took note of what these
'Tans” had to say, and either improved or explained,
the replies formlng part of a'readers letters!' seotim
walch mecame a regular feature in the 'aclence-fictim *
magazines, This has led to the present-day position,
whone editors, authors and artistg frequently correct
readers ! DBut that applies more to the States; our far
higtory In the U,K, 18 no such story of successful mit .
ual achieveuent, It is 1lnstead a record of failure ,,,
..'glorious failure!, maybe, but still fallure,

The earllest fan organisation in this country wag
ths 'sclence-Fiction Assoclation?!, Formed in 1937; Ab
clcsed dowm at ths outbreak of war, 1t's guiding men-
bers being unable to sarry on for various reasons,
During its period of activity, neeotings were held;
nineographed magazines wore broduced, and contact war
estiblished between a nurber of fans who have esinco
tokan an active part in ths varilous pProjects connecial
with Tantagy fiction in thig country,
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Co-oaxlatent with the S.F.A. w2s the British Inter=-
Planetary Societv; not a fan orgunisation, but a ’
sclentifis oody derived from fans with tecimi:al leany
ings. Commencing with a memberspip of 13, it has todgy-
a healthy following of well over 300, and public recog=
nition, In that achievement the fan can take soms
vicarious pleasure, for it was from the fans that thes

organisation started,

During the war, two more fan societies were started.
Pne of them, at the Teddington Paint Research Statiom,
coommenced as a library of magazines and books dounated
by fan Frank Parker, its purpose being to help N.F.S.
members to pass the time when they were 'standing by!'.
From it sprpng the virile 'Cosmos Club',

I think that much of the club's success was due
to the fact that it suffered oppression from 'Higher
Authority'. At least, while thls oppression existed,
the club existed., When its membership spread beyond
the confines of the Research Station laboratory, and
the oppression and the war ceased, the club also
ceased, Its ghost remains in the form of the 'Cosmos
Library', which now operates under the megls of the
group known as the 'London Circle’',

The other war-time organisation was the British
Fantaay Socilety; somewhat different in form, as its
pembersklp was drawn from all over the U.K. The B.F.S.
also continued whilst 1its operative difficulties were
greatest, and went imto a decline when most of them
wore removed!¥ Again a 'ghost' of the society remains,
and the 'British Fantasy Library', with the 'Cosmos
Library', fille a great need for those of the fans wio
know of theilr existance. .

I shall not comunent at length on the pre-war
British professional magazines, 'Fantasy' and 'Tales
of Wonder!, except to say that 'T.o,.W.?! might still
*e 1vnring if the war bad been a few years shorter.
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lor shall I say much of the abortive post-war
efforts to publish professional magazines in this comtry
Yrantasy'!, re-introduced, folded after three 1ssues,
due to paper shortage and lack of understanding by
its publishers. 'Outlands', a semi-professional
effort, waas a one-issue affair, Three 'New Worlds'
were produced, and then due to publishing difficulties,i:
also vanished for a time, '.W.' is now (April '49)
back with us, published by a fan-financed company.
Muoh has already been written about this elsewhere,
80 I shall say no more,

Our 'Fanzines', (a wide and varled field of amate: -
publications produced by the fans; some printed, some
typed; some duplicated) have as their chief represemt~
ative.'Fantasy Roview', a gemi-professional Printed
booklet, and dotails of this and other fanzines can bo
easlly obtained. If you aro interestod cnough in theso,
or in any of thoe othor matters uppn which I have 80
lightly touchod, a fow lottors and a littlo Investig-
atlon willl got you all tho information you could doesire
eceese..maybe more !

Now at last I come to to-day, and tho Scicnco-
Fantasy Socioty. Thils socioty, springing to 1ifc ag it
doos with a mombership of ovor 50, has a highoer opon=
ing strongbh than any of its predecessors. That ig a
good slgn, It also comuaences when it is obvioug that
the number of people in this country who are interested
in s~-f and fantasy is larger than ever before.Witness
the production of so wuany fitiasy baoks by publishing
houses, and the large sale oftthe British Reprint Edit -
lona of ?4stounding Science Fiction' and ‘*Unknown
Worlds'.

The S5.l'.,S. combines the good points of both the
'"Cosnos Club' and the 'B\,F.S.', in that it has & central
organisstion which can gst together to discuss and do
things, but has a nation-wide membership; scattered, it
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it is true, but at least, every single member in a
town is a prospective point of contact fo® new members «

The Society has come into existence because thers
appears to be a neeld for it, and it will continue to
grow as more people become aware of 1it, and what it s
to offer, And what has it to offer?

A seven-point policy which states the objects of
the s.F.S. has been laid down by the Committee. I shall
quote it here, and then enlarge upon the points,

(1) The furtherance of all s-f and fantasy matters
both in connection with fans and with the professional
field.

(2) The speedy dissemination of news to all fans.

(3) The encouragement of all 'fanzine' editors,
artists, authors, etc,

(4) The promotion of international correspondercs
between s-f and fantasy readers.

(5) The possible stabllizing of magazine prices.

(8) The fostering of local groups, of national
fan functions and similar matters which benoefit,indi-
rectly, the individual fan,

(7) lore publicity for the entire field of s-f
and fantasy, and its recognition as a sepgrate form ¢f
literature,

The first item 1s just a good old'general coveragoe'
clause, whioch will serve as a headinl for anything,
anyone, at any time may think of, which is not covered
by the other six points,

Point two is an important one. By 'news' is moant
all items of interest, both personal and professional,
and these will be covered by the official organ of tie
Soclety, the 'Science Fantasy News'. It is hoped to
publish this every six or eight weeks, depending on
2ircurmstances, The S,.F,S. will also publish indices of
rogazines and bocks, etc., and other itema of boenefit
to tiw members.
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Point three is algo of importanca, Thy 'sncourags -
ment'that the S.F.S. can offer fenzine publishers wiil
bo advice and material lelp, fiumelsl g otherwise,
As part of this service, the S,F,.S. ig digtributing
other fanzines in the 'S.F. Newa!' nmailing, thus saviug
extra postal oxpenses fopr tha publishing fana,

To ald editors, artists und authors, #to., a Mau-
BOript Bureau' has beeu set up, to wideh all miscell a -
eous mse. (i,e; those not directly cowmicaioned or
written with refereunce to any particwlar fanzine) shaild
be sent, and from which editors nay reqiest material,

In addition, all items will be carefully ingpecte,
and if the author, artist, eto, 1esiraes, those that
show prouise will be placed before a somittes who hwi il
advise with a view to naking the materiul sellable in
the professional field, a suwall agency to place such
material may be arranged at a later date,

The object of item four, the promotion of inter-
national correspondence, is covered by the s,i',s,
'Contact Bureau', S..,S. and British fantasy Library
members who wish to correspond, and/or trade, with
other fans overseas, Particularly in the U.Se, can get
in touch with them through thig bureau,

In regard to item five, it iag not possible for the
Society to do nore than to quote a ligt of magazine
prices which they consider fair, and then request all
fans to stick to these prices when buying and aelling,
It 1s pointed nut that atlyone paying more than the
quoted prices will be dolrg so of his or her om fres
will, andi the S.I'.8., is rot going to bhind itg menterg
dovm wilth any rules about what they may or may rot do,
This subject will be thoroughly invastigatad, and thg
Commiztee will always be glad to receive the views of
the meubers concerning it

“hat part of the policy coutained in 1tem six doag
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10t permit detailed planning, but ths Socisty will
probably arrange an annual Convention for tTans, and
gimilar matters will be dealt with as the need arises.

To aid local groups, the S.I*.llews will publish
Aetails of meectings,lists of names and addresses, etc,
wWe will try to put new fans, (and newly discovered omes)
in touch with others in their locality, and will natwr-
ally adwvige and help those wishing to form a group in
any way pousible. But this is mainly a matter for these
fans, and is something which the S.F.S. cannot start as
a whole; the initial desire must be present in the
individuals concerned, -

And seven ! The most important, I think. The sub-
ject of publicity ferp fantasy and fandom has received
as much attention and discussion as any other two
matters together. In this brief outline, I cannot do
more than to say that the subject will be fully sovered
in-separate articles in the 'S.F.News'. That also app-
1ies to a number of other items, such as requesting
publishers to print, or reprint,certain books,etc.

I have sald enough to gilve you a briof ldea of the
ains of the S.I.S. ; now, how it will operatse.

The country has been divided into a small number
of 'Area's'!, each with its own Scoratary. The Arsa
Secretaries have been chosen by their oxpressed will-
ingness to help, and where possibls, go~graphlical loc-
ation. Each Secrotary will act as a 3orc of 'Liason
officer}! a link between the individual ran and fan-
groups in his Area, and the central co-urdinating
committee. At present, most of the Comiiltteos members
are Londcn Area fans.

) Duties and responsibilities are being gplit up and
disiributed as much as possible, and the addresses of
momhers who are taklng an actlve part in the organlsation
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wiil be published in each issue of the 'S.F.News',and
elsewhere,

knquiries which do not specifically concern one
of these departments should be sent to the local Area
Secretary. Polnts not answerable by the Secretary will
be forwarded by him to the Committee. Zach Area has
been allocated a Committee member to whom the s
will write.

Postage expenses will be remitted to the Area Sec -
retaries and other organisers (on their applicatinn to
the Treasurer), but members who want a malled reply from
them or any other branch of the S.F.S. must enctose.. a
Stamped and addressed envelops,

The annual subscription to the S.F.S. is §/-, or
in the case of overseas nembers, ourrent magazines wi_h
a face-value of that sum, and it will date from the
members entry. A nembership card is availablegs fundh
are held in a joiut account by the Treasurer and the
Secretary,

This brief resume will, I hope, serve as an intro-
duction to the S.i',S. The Society is still in its
initial stages. but the Committee are going to work bhard
and those of the members who can will also be asked to
work on the various projects., Some of these are now in
operation, some are still in the Planning stage, and
members will be kept fully informed of these activities
through the S.¥,l{ews,

3

In conclusion, I would like to thank, on behalf
of the Committee, all thcss fans who have offered advice
and help, and to assure all members that the 3.,IF.S. will
contirie to operate with a3 faw 'rules ang rezulations !
as possitlo, in the bel'ef that a co-ordination of val -
untary otfort will be of benafit, and give greater
pleasirs, to all of us,

R R I R AR 1R 3R 2R 30 20 2000 TIRER AR ey
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Wwith the advent of a number of small U.S. Dublishers
whose present policy consists of putting well -llked mag=
azine s-f and weird fiction 'between hard covers', the
old division between fantasy book and fantasy magazine
publishing appears to be vanishing. With it van’shes a

_ourious paradox. As Ken Slater points out in his art-
\ie¢le, British magazine fantasy has had a very hard Jjob
bn sotting started. A pre-war juvenile fantasy paper,
’Scéops','ran for 2 1issues, 'Tales of Wonder' for 13,
tho pro-var Newnes 'Fantasy' for 3 isgues, the pcat-war
Touplo Bar 'Fantasy' for 3, and "Wow Worlds! has just
reached No.4.

Apart from these, only a few minor paper-covered
booklets have appeared. Yot in the U.5., thore are at
presofit 15 regular magazines, and in 1941 the Tigure was
as high as 20!  One would natumally expect a gimil ar
pogsition to exist in the fantasy book field, and there
lies the paradox.The sinilar position has exlsted---in
reverse!, Wiatil this recent increase in the U.S5.A., Tic
l1ed the field---and not only because of the famous 'names'
such as Wells, H.R.Haggard, Oonan Doyle, Lord Dunsany,

Bl ackwood,liachen, Chgsterton, James, and many others who
are known by the gecedal public to. have written various
Linds of Tantasy.The book-collectidg fan will, for inust-
ance, have half-a-dozen volumes by Doctor Olaf Stapledon
on his shelves. S.lowler Wright has written many s-f
books; Neill Bell, Joln Gloag, Andrew Harvell,C.S3.Lewlis

and Dennis 7heatley have all written fantasy books duriag
the last few years, to name only a Tew.

Prolific authors of earlier years included M,P.Shicl,
W.H.Hodgson, Z.r'.Benson, J.D.Beresford, G.Griffi ths,B.Pain,
F.Anstey, ote., and of course there are many who have
written only one or two fantasles. There is, then, no
lack of supnort for British fantasy amongst the rcading
public; none of the adult fantasy magazines have failled
for that reason, and once the initial 1ifficultles have
bcor cvercome,an intelligently nanaged and well -wrltten
corezinne has every chanoe of suoccess,






